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Royals contin- 
ue to struggle 
in ‘Mountain 
Rivalry’ 


PETER REID 


In what are always highly an- 
ticipated games, the Royals 
battled their ‘mountain rival’ 
on Friday night in the 8th of 
10 total meetings this sea- 
son across all sports. So far 
Mohawk has been dominate 
against the Royals during the 
2010-2011 season going 2-0 
in outdoor soccer, 2-0 in bas- 
ketball and 2-0 in volleyball. 
Friday night was no exception 
as the Mountaineers improved 
their ‘Royal Record’ to 8-0 
with a 65-36 victory against 
the women’s basketball team 
and a 77-44 win against the 
men’s basketball team. 


In the previous two years, the 
Royals women’s outdoor soc- 
cer team and the Royals men’s 
volleyball team have, with re- 
spective records of 3-1 and 4-1, 
provided the bright spots for 
Redeemer in their cross-town 
rivalry. Both Royals basketball 
teams, the women’s volleyball 
team, and men’s outdoor soc- 
cer teams have struggled. 


The last win, excluding exhi- 
bition play, against Mohawk 
across all league sports for Re- 
deemer was at the 2009-2010 
OCAA Men’s Volleyball Cham- 
pionships in which Redeemer 
was the host. Down 2-0 in the 


RHEA LONGMAN 


“If you have ears to hear, then 
listen,” Dr. Stephen Garber 
beckoned the Redeemer com- 
munity in the auditorium 


The Crown is hiring! 


bronze medal game, the Royals 
stormed back to tie the match 
up at 2-2. Then, backed by 750 
loud cheering fans, took the 
5th game and the bronze med- 
al in one of the most thrilling 
and intense games in recent 
memory for this rivalry. 


Despite their struggles in 2010- 
2011 their are very positive 
signs for the Royals next year 
and the following ones. With 
a young, talented women’s 
volleyball team, a top ranked 


men’s volleyball team, positive .. 


progress and development in 
the basketball programs, and 
a new world class soccer com- 
plex attracting high level soc- 
cer players, the future is bright 
for the Royals and in turn, for 
the ‘mountain rivalry’. 


With just two regular season 
games left between the Royals 
and Mountaineers, Redeemer 
will look to avoid being shut- 
out when the men’s and wom- 
en’s volleyball teams _ travel 
to Mohawk on February 9th. 
Currently the women’s vol- 
leyball team sits at 6-6 and 8 
points behind Mohawk while 
the men’s team sits at 5-5 
and tied with Mohawk in the 
standings. 
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throughout his seminar, “Tran- 
scendence, Truth, and Trans- 
lation.” Later that evening, he 
continued his presentation in 
“Can You Know the World and 


Still Love the World?” I was 
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David Bakker 


Nathan VanderVeen (Redeemer) shoots ball to basket during the Redeemer-Mohawk game on January 14, 2011. The 
Royals hope to redeem their losses in the final games. 


Dr. Stephen Garber on Finding 
Your Place in the “Big Picture” 


Transcendence, Truth, Translation and ears to listen. 


immediately struck by how, in 
a composed manner, he deliv- 
ered his message both quickly 
and carefully, so much so, that 
it arrested my attention imme- 
diately. 

Drawing us in by drawing on 


cart s 


Profs should foster spiritual growth 
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a number of popular media 
to make his points (playing 
a fragment of the song “Sigh 
No More” by the increasingly 
renowned British band Mum- 
ford and Sons as well as one 
of The Fray’s more recent hit 
singles “You Found Me,” and 
referencing Disney-Pixar’s hit 
animation, Cars), he spoke 
specifically to Redeemer stu- 
dents when encouraging them 
to consider what it is they're 


_ learning: and how this knowl- 


edge can be applied to their 
lives. 

As he shared some personal an- 
ecdotes, Dr. Garber explained 
how important it is that we be 
prepared for the next step in 
life—that is, for when our time 
at Redeemer is over. Present- 
ing concepts worthy of pon- 
dering, he shared with us that 
there is, ultimately, a greater 
reality beyond the reality of 
“the real world,” one that God 
would have us  _—- (Page 2) 
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“Big Picture” (continued) 


participate in with our whole 
lives and beings; this reality 
is God’s story, and God would 
not only have us participate in 
it, but the rest of the world as 
well. 

Dr. Garber continued in the 
evening by more explicitly fo- 
cusing on certain issues affect- 
ing the globe - various injustic- 
es and rampant problems - in 
order to explore how we can 
possibly get involved in the 
“bigger picture” by addressing 
these issues. He began by re- 
lating the stories of certain in- 
dividuals who have done just 
this, including a passionate 
young college student and the 
Christian band, Jars of Clay. 


In doing so, he also spoke of 
the discouragement and disil- 
lusionment that seems to inev- 
itably occur when operating in 
“the real world,” and how this 
affects us. Indeed, he spoke 
much about the epidemic of 
stoicism and cynicism that 
has plagued North America 
and other affluent Western 
nations, and how these things 
have single-handedly killed 
our collective drive and desire 
to be part of the active solution 
to the problems and issues our 
world faces. 

Encouraging us to “turn our 
barometers” back up, Dr. Gar- 
ber explained that, individu- 
ally, we can’t do everything, 


but we can—and should!—do 
something. While gently con- 
fronting us with truth, his bal- 
anced perspective on how we 
should go about conducting 
ourselves and our lives as we 
seek to become part of the “big- 
ger picture” that is God’s story 
provided a measure of hope 
and relief as it brought every- 
thing back around full circle to 
being here at Redeemer, but 
with a renewed sense of pur- 
pose and understanding. May 
we pass on this hope and relief 
as we enter into and experi- 
ence a deeper sense of calling 
in this regard. 
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The ‘Oops!’ Box 
The Crown offers a for- 
mal apology for print- 
ing “Are you a man” by 
Jordan Powell twice in 
December’s issue. This 
blunder was the fault 
of the Layout Editor's 
preoccupation with 
saving the world from 
bad fonts and terrible 
graphics. She solemnly 
swears that if it ever 
happens again, she may 


Charles Dickens sen- 
tence for the remainder 
of the semester. 
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Ontario credit trans- 


The Cord) 

LINDA GIVETASH — THE 
CORD (WILFRID LAURIER 
UNIVERSITY) 
WATERLOO, Ont. (CUP) — 
Improvements to Ontario’s 
credit transfer system are on 
their way, according to an 
announcement from the pro- 
vincial government. Over the 
next five years, $73.7 million 
will be spent towards a Credit 
Transfer Innovation Fund to 
develop new transfer oppor- 
tunities between schools and 
create a website that will host 
a list of those options as they 
continue to grow. The Jan. 17 
announcement is intended to 
help students graduate faster 

and effectively save money. 


“One of the immediate steps 
we're doing is to build a very 
sophisticated portal that will 
give students access to a lot of 
the information that is need- 
ed,” John Milloy, minister 
of training, colleges and uni- 
versities, said in reference to 
the preliminary changes to be 
launched this September. This 
information will allow students 
to plan their options whether 
they're interested in moving 
from a college program to a 
university degree | program, 
or looking for more hands-on 
skills at the college level after 
completing a degree. 


Considering the current system 
that includes approximately 
500 transfer agreements be- 
tween individual universities 
and colleges, Milloy said, “You 
don’t have access to all the info 
you want about how your de- 
gree would be treated.” 


To supplement these changes, 
Milloy explained, “[We are] 
working with the institutions, 
providing them the resources 
if necessary to provide support 
to students who are interested 
in exploring their options at 
institutions.” 


The funding towards the post- 
secondary sector was approved 
in the provincial budget last 
March; however, the last 18 
months required a great deal 
of planning before this project 
could move forward. 


fer system improved 


Minister of Training, Colleges and Universities John Milloy. (Photo by Nick Lachance/ 


“We've got to give some credit 
to students, their leadership 
organizations, like the Ontario 
Undergraduate Student Al- 
liance, Canadian Federation 
of Students [and] the College 
Student Alliance,” Milloy said, 
attributing the government's 
focus on particular concerns 
such as credit transferring 
to student advocacy groups. 
Meaghan Coker, OUSA presi- 
dent, expressed the impor- 
tance of the province’s fund- 
ing. 


“It’s something that students 
and other people in the sector 
have been asking for a very, 
very long time and I think it is 
a great step towards stream- 


lining the system between 


universities and colleges,” she 
said. With the organization’s 
annual Blue Chair campaign 
launching this week at Wilfrid 
Laurier University, and in the 
following weeks at other uni- 
versities across the province, 
this announcement reflects 
growing support for the edu- 
cation sector. 


“Blue Chair represents the 
student that couldn’t make it 
[in to the university system], 
that they couldn’t overcome 
those barriers,” Coker ex- 
plained. “Certainly by devel- 
oping a credit transfer system 
it’s working towards one of the 
identified barriers, which is 
pathway immobility.” 


While this does mark an im- 
provement to accessing edu- 
cation, Coker notes there are 
still financial, motivational 
and informational — barriers 
that OUSA will continue to 
advocate against. Aware of the 
importance of creating greater 
access to post-secondary edu- 
cation, Milloy said, “Jobs in 
the new economy need educa- 
tion and training beyond high 
school. 


“If we don’t have a good post- 
secondary education system, 
we're not going to have the 
prosperity that we need as a 
province,” he concluded. 


TheCrown.ca 


Like The Crown? 


Find us on Facebook 


Defeated “Roxanne’s law” 
upheld right to choose 


against abortion 


JORDAN POWELL 


On December 15, 2010, parlia- 
ment shot down bill C-510 by 
a vote of 178 to 97. Ever since 
it was tabled by Rod Bruinoge 
on April 14, 2010, the bill en- 
countered fierce opposition by 


til it was finally defeated in its 
second reading. So what was 
this bill that would warrant 
such animosity by the pro- 
choicers? Was it a ban on gov- 
ernment funding to abortion 
clinics? Was it a bill retract- 
ing a woman’s ability to have 
an abortion? Not even close. 
Dubbed “Roxanne’s Law” by 
Bruinoge, bill C-510 was at- 
tempting to prevent women 
being forced into an abortion 
against their will. 


Roxanne’s law gets its name 
from Roxanne Fernando, who 
refused when her boyfriend 
tried to threaten her into hay- 


ing an abortion. In retaliation, 
she was brutally murdered by 
her boyfriend and some of his 
friends. It is exactly that kind 
of coercion that Roxanne’s Law 
strove to prevent. So the ques- 
tion that burns in my mind is: 
Why on earth would the Pro- 
Choice movement fight this 


_ bill? Let’s compare the two 


for a second. The pro-choice 
movement claims to centre 
around the task of upholding 
a woman’s right to choose for 
herself. Roxanne’s law would 
have upheld a woman’s right 
to choose for herself without 
being forced. 


So how are those different? 
What exactly in Roxanne’s Law 
would inhibit a woman’s right 
to choose? What we are left 
with is the movement labelling 
itself as pro-choice fighting 
tooth and nail to defeat a bill, 
the defeat of which would cer- 
tainly promote abortion, but 
at the expense of a woman’s 


right to choose. Why do they 
actually seem to be in favour 
of women being coerced into 
having abortions? 


I am not about to label the pro- 
choice movement “anti-life.” 
They probably aren’t attempt- 
ing to end life for the sake of 
their actions towards Rox- 
anne’s Law, they certainly do 
not deserve the label of “pro- 
choice.” So what are they? I 
think the answer should be 
pretty clear. When someone 
prioritizes abortion being up- 
held over the promotion of 
choice, their agenda is just 
that: abortion. 
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5 Reasons to Join Kids Club 


BECKY CONNELL 
CROWN REPORTER 


Playing with anywhere be- 
tween five and forty kids can 
be overwhelming at times, but 
ultimately Kids Club benefits 
youth ages 6-12 in downtown 
Hamilton. Student leaders also 
benefit as they are allotted two 
hours every Tuesday or Thurs- 
day afternoon to connect with 
their youngest friends and 
engage in a fun and active at- 
mosphere. So here is why you 
should become a part of it... 


1. Kids Club is an opportuni- 
ty to get to know the younger 
generation of our Hamilton 
community. 


It is suitable for those who are 
passionate about children, and 
looking for something to do 
within the Hamilton commu- 
nity. An average day at Kids 
Club involves a noisy arrival as 
youth surround the cars which 
the leaders arrive in, excited 
to see their favourite leaders 
and update them on the events 
of the past week. Leaders are 
often jumped upon, chased, 
and pulled at. Kids Club is an 
opportunity to enjoy an after- 
noon with laughter. 


2. Kids Club is full of games! 


In the Church basement, 
games such as_ basketball, 
dodge ball, and relay races are 
energetically played. At times, 


the parachute makes an ap- 
pearance and an exhausting 
effort is made to keep the ball 
afloat and to avoid it from hit- 
ting the gymnasium floor. 


3. We get to eat snacks! 


After gymnasium games have 
been played, everyone moves 
upstairs for a healthy snack. 
Crafts are then assigned as 
kids use their own artistic flair 
to create with alterations and 
additions. Often times, such 
crafts are given to leaders. As 
a leader myself, I have begun a 
mural in my room of the crafts 
children have given me. 


Once the kids are satisfied with 
their art work, an unhealthy 
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snack is given out (which is al- 
ways the most popular snack). 
Ifthere is time, another game is 
played, such as musical chairs. 
After the kids have been worn 
out, a Bible story is shared. 


4. You can practice your lead- 
ership abilities. 


Of course, Kids Club has its 
share of drama - as any club 
with ten, eleven, and twelve 
year-olds would - butitremains 
the highlight of my week. The 
club’s worth expands past the 
weekly event, as relationships 
are built wherein the children 
feel comfortable and excited to 
see their leaders. 


5. It’s chance to receive some 
of Hamilton’s fresh, clean air 
as you walk downtown. 


As the club ends, leaders walk 
the kids home. Before Kids 
Club, I had never fully under- 
stood the lifestyle that comes 
with residing in downtown 
Hamilton. Being a leader for 
Kids Club has given me an op- 
portunity to understand the 
Hamilton area and engage 
with kids who are energetic 
and loving. I was surprised at 
how fast the children became 
attached to leaders and at how 
fast I felt close to the youth. 


If you are looking for a way to 
get involved within the down- 
town Hamilton community 
and are interested in working 
with youth, Kids Club is an ex- 
cellent opportunity to do so. 
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Gaga inspired faith 


jOSHUA HILDEBRANDT 


Since the beginning of her ca- 
reer, Lady Gaga star has taken 
over the world’s music scene 
with her signature style of mu- 
sic, outlandish fashion, and 
provocative approach to life. 
Lady Gaga isn’t just a pop star: 
she claims to be the leader of 
a pop revolution. She claims to 
be redefining what the world 
thinks is beautiful and what is 
allowed. Always pushing the 
boundaries of social conven- 
tions, sometimes obliterating 
such boundaries completely, 
Lady Gaga has revolutionized 
fashion, music, theatre, and, 
most importantly, fame. 


Although Lady Gaga is famous 
for her racy videos and songs, 


mind bending fashion, and 
staggering amount of fans, 
there is something else to this 
performer. Behind all the wigs 
and the masks, the glasses and 
the bubblegum attitude lies a 
ravenous desire for fame, for 
love, and for attention. Lady 
Gaga is completely and abso- 
lutely dedicated to her role, 
claiming that Gaga is not a 
persona but rather an exten- 
sion of her being. And she will 
do anything to convince the 
world this. I find myself ask- 
ing one question: Why can’t 
we be like this with our faith? 


Just as every aspect of Lady 
Gaga’s life is another facet 
in the multisided image she 
projects, our life should be re- 
flecting the love, power, grace, 


holiness, and majesty of our 
Saviour. Lady Gaga’s obses- 
sion with proving that she is 
who she claims she is fuels 
her lifestyle. We should be this 
way about God and His love 
for us. After all, He calls us to 
be wholeheartedly His, to fol- 
low Him with the same love 
and passion that He has for 
us. Why can’t we put the same 
dedication into our lives and 
our faith as this shallow pop 
star puts into her image? 


Just as Lady Gaga moulds ev- 
ery aspect of her life to fit her 
image we should mould every 
aspect of our life to give glory 
to God. We should desire to 
be living, breathing billboards 
of God’s love and mercy, an 
extension of his grace and 
forgiveness. And just as Lady 
Gaga lives only for fame, we 
should only live for Him. He 


should be our obsession. 


Lady Gaga also inspires rabid 
adulation from her fans. Lady 
Gaga’s fans are the reason 
that she is famous. If we ap- 
proached God with the same 
awe-inspired, gut-wrenching 
exaltation as Lady Gaga’s fans, 
how much more could He use 
us? 


I would challenge each and 
every one of us to give our- 
selves to God completely, so 
that when someone looks at 
us, they see Him without any 
blemishes or holes. And I 
would challenge us to pour out 
the depths of the Love God has 
given us in all times. This is 
so much harder than adoring 
a pop star, but it is ultimately 
what we were created for. To 
love God with all our hearts 
and our souls, to pursue Him 


with absolutely all our being 
and in all aspects of our life, 
to show the wonders and mar- 
vels of Him to all that we meet. 
This is true worship. 
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“We should de- 
sire to be living, 
breathing 
billboards of 
God's love and 
mercy, an exten- 
sion of his grace 
and forgiveness.” 
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Profs should foster students’ spiritual growth: study 


Some students think spirituality has only 
limited application in the classroom 


ALEXANDRA POSADZKI 
— CUP ONTARIO BUREAU 
CHIEF 


TORONTO (CUP) — The role 
of religion and spirituality in 
the classroom has been hotly 
debated since the movement 
for teaching creationism in 
public schools. 


But although arguments for 
putting creationism into cur- 
ricula are nowadays often dis- 
missed for the discipline’s lack 
of scientific basis, a seven-year 
study by the University of Cali- 
fornia in Los Angeles suggests, 
with concrete data, that spiri- 
tuality has positive effects on 
students’ performance in col- 
lege and university. 


“Spirituality in Higher Educa- 
tion,” launched in 2003, is the 
first national study of under- 
graduate students’ spiritual 
growth in the United States. 


Researchers examined more 
than 14,000 students in 136 
different colleges and de- 
fined spirituality through five 
qualities: Equanimity, or the 
capacity to remain calm and 
centered under stress; spiri- 
tual quest, or hunting for the 
answers to life’s big questions; 
an ethic of caring for others; 
charitable involvement; and a 
worldview that transcends the 
self. 


The study discovered that edu- 
cational experiences that pro- 
mote the growth of these traits 
— such as service learning, self 
reflection and studying abroad 
— have positive effects on stu- 
dents’ grades, leadership skills 
and their satisfaction with 
school. 


This has led the researchers to 
conclude that university pro- 
fessors should actively foster 
spiritual growth and encour- 
age students to explore ques- 


tions of meaning and purpose. 


At Christian colleges like Re- 
deemer University College in 
Ancaster, Ont., encouraging 
spiritual growth and character 
development is already stan- 
dard practice. 


Syd Hielema, chaplain and as- 
sociate professor of religion at 
Redeemer, says the findings of 
the study resonate with his ex- 
periences both as a professor 
at two Christian colleges and 
as a student at the University 
of Toronto. 


Students with a faith basis of- 
ten have a stronger sense of 
meaning and purpose than 
non-religious students, says 
Hielema. 


“When students are ground- 
ed and have a sense of where 
they’re going and what their 
purpose in the world is, that 
helps them to study with more 
discipline and more diligence,” 
said Hielema. 


And although there are many 
university students with clear 
career goals who are also very 
focused, having a_ broader 
sense of one’s place in the 
world can help students carry 
on if they lose their enthusi- 
asm for a particular field of 
work. 


“Many students graduate with 
a different degree than they 
started with, and often in that 
transition time students expe- 
rience a feeling of lostness and 
drifting,” said Hielema. 


“For a faith-based student, 
during that time of transition, 
there’s a deeper anchor.” 


Hielema adds that although 
drinking and partying are in- 
evitably a part of the college 
experience, the party lifestyle 
is, on average, less of a distrac- 


tion for faith-based students. 


“Our students do some drink- 
ing, but from what I’ve expe- 
rienced, there is a more dis- 
ciplined morality overall that 
enables one to keep studies in 
focus a little better,” he said. 
“Faith provides some kind of 
moral guidance that suggests 
moderation and self control, 
not living by instant gratifica- 
tion.” 


Hielema agrees with the no- 
tion that community involve- 
ment can improve academic 
outcomes. Many students at 
Redeemer do volunteer work, 
he says, and that work con- 
tributes to shaping their char- 
acters in such a way that also 
makes them more disciplined 
students. 


But Sandra Khine, a fourth- 
year bio-physics student at 
York University, says that 
while she doesn’t doubt that 
validity of the study’s findings, 
one can apply the same princi- 
ples and partake in character- 
shaping experiences without 
being religious. 


Khine grew up Catholic, pray- 
ing and attending church un- 
til she neared the end of high 
school. By the time she started 
university she had become an 
atheist, and in her first year 


at York she attended several 
meetings hosted by a club 
called FREESAY, or Free- 
thinkers, Skeptics and Athe- 
ists at York. 


Khine believes that the most 
important factors for academ- 
ic achievement are dedication 
and being actively interested 
in your studies. 


“There is a sort of calmness to 
putting your faith into God or 
another being, but just because 
you feel that calmness and 
your stress relieving doesn’t 
mean it’s the only way to deal 
with stress,” she said. 


Khine believes that exploring 
issues around purpose and 
meaning in life has a place in 
the classroom, but only in rel- 
evant courses, like psychology. 
She points to the fact that there 
are a number of faith-based 
clubs on campus that can tend 
to that need. 


“As an extracurricular thing it’s 
great, but I don’t think all pro- 
fessors should be encouraging 
philosophical thinking in their 
classes,” said Khine. “I don’t 
think it should be a require- 
ment to graduate, either.” 


At Redeemer, religion is the 
framework for every subject 
taught, but Hielema says that 


is the case at all universities. 


“Tt’s our conviction that there’s 
really no such thing as objec- 
tive knowledge,” said Hiele- 
ma. 


“For example, everyone who 
studies and teaches history is 
interpreting history. So there’s 
a Marxist interpretation of his- 
tory. There’s a feminist inter- 
pretation of history. When our 
history professors teach his- 
tory, they interpret it in such a 
way that it resonates with their 
faith conviction.” 


At Redeemer, faculty work to 
fulfill students’ spiritual needs 
and shape their characters 
through leadership develop- 
ment, encouraging charitable 
involvement, providing op- 
tional worship opportunities 
and by modelling character. 


“We believe that there’s some- 
thing contagious about char- 
acter,” said Hielema. “When 
you're around people whose 
lives exhibit character, it will 
rub off on you because there’s 
something attractive and in- 
viting about it.” 
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Holy Spirit Radio: turning off KFKD 


PETER FRIESWICK 


Awhile ago my pastor told the 
church that our minds are like 
radios. Generally speaking, 
they’re picking up signals. That 
doesn’t mean we're all think- 
ing, but it does mean we're all 
listening. 


As I thought about this con- 
cept, | remembered reading a 
book by Anne Lamott, where 
she talks about the radio sta- 
tion in her own head. She calls 


it KFKD, or K-F***ed, which is 
an apt name for what it plays: 
a steady stream of “self aggran- 
dizement” mixed with “the rap 
songs of self-loathing” which 
declare “that one is in every 
way a fraud, incapable of self- 
less love” (Bird by Bird 116). 
Like KFKD’s name suggests, 
when we listen constantly to 
this trash in our minds, our 
well-being is intimately vio- 
lated. 


We will never find the peace 
of Christ's love if we only lis- 


ten to such thoughts. Donald 
Miller admitted that he once 
had “very little concept of love, 
altruism, sacrifice,” because he 
only listened to the radio in his 
mind; the one, “that picks up 
only one station, the one that 
plays me: K-DON, all Don, all 
the time” (Blue Like Jazz 181). 


Additionally, it’s important to 
realize that most of our sins 
start in the mind before they 
turn into actions, James 1:14 
warns that every person is 
“dragged away and enticed” 


by his or her “own evil desire”. 
Matthew 12:34 states: “For out 
of the overflow of the heart the 
mouth speaks.” Garbage in, 
garbage out. This is why we 
are told to “take every thought 
captive” for Christ (2 Corinthi- 
ans 10:5) and to “guard [our] 
hearts” (Proverbs 4:23). 


We need to ask God to give us 
Holy Spirit Radio. We need 
“by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, [to] present 


[our] requests to God, And 
the peace of God, which tran- 


scends all understanding, will 
guard [our] hearts and [our] 
minds in Christ Jesus” (Philip- 
pians 4:6-7). 


If we want to live better, we 
have to listen to better. 
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Battle of the Bands, [left] Paper Lions singer/guitarist Colin Buchnnan 


Dearest First Years 


LYNETTE VANDEHOEF 


Dear First-years, 
Change. 


What does the word make 
you think of? What does it 
make you feel? Does it bring 
up memories? If so, are they 
good, bad, or bitter-sweet? It’s 
an interesting thing, change. 
It’s an unavoidable part of life 
and yet so often we close our 
eyes to it and ask someone to 
tell us when it’s over. We run 
through it as fast as possible, 
or we pretend that it is not hap- 
pening or has not happened. 
Have you ever wondered what 
you're missing while you take 
part in this dance of avoidance 
or denial? 


Change. It’s a large part of my 
life this year, as with yours. 
Maybe it’s your first time away 
from home for this length of 
time, maybe it’s not. For me, 
it’s the longest distance that 
I’ve ever lived from my fam- 
ily, and the longest time that 
I have gone without seeing 
any of them. This is a year of 
change for me, in a very large 


GLENDALE € 


community car care 


sense, but also in smaller ones. 
A roommate is moving out to 
live with a family, I’ve changed 
rooms for this semester, new 
girls from Redeemer are join- 
ing us, I'll be taking new cours- 
es with new professors, and 
the list could probably go on. 
Change has been on my mind a 
lot lately. I haven’t decided yet 
if I like it or not. I don’t know 
if I ever will be able to decide, 
so much depends on the cir- 
cumstances and my frame of 
mind. 


Living in the “now” has also 
recently been on my mind. 
I don’t know about you, but 
I have found that I’m not so 
good at “living in the now.” 
I am oh-so-good at living in 
the future. I look forward to 
my parents coming to visit in 
a week, to Easter holidays, to 
returning home and seeing 
friends once again, to my final 
year of university, to gradua- 
tion and (hopefully) to getting 
a job, etc. I’m very good at liv- 
ing in that excitement, relish- 
ing it. But what about now? 
I’m living in Paris. Sometimes 
I’m not so good at realizing 
how blessed I am this year and 
I get lost in the monotony of 
normal life. Paris is fun for a 
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weekend, but it becomes nor- 


work to make it exciting again. 
I need to take this opportunity 
and use it well. In my hope and 
excitement for the future, it’s 
important for me not to lose 
out on the incredible “now.” 
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Hobbies for Hilltop 


mal after a while and it takes | 


What about you? What are you 


doing with your time? Before 
you know it, you'll be in my 


shoes: almost finished your | 
years at Redeemer, excited | 
about the future and yet anx- | 
ious. A word of advice? Take a | 


breath, look around you, rel- 
ish the changes and learn from 
them, spend a little extra time 


with your friends, a little less | 


time online, talk to that person 
you think is cool, try that food 


that you’ve never had before, | 
take that discovery walk down | 
the road that you want to, ex- | 


plore your surroundings, and 
live now. 
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“Fics YI 08 1 muSsIC 
winners City of Snow 
give the Crown an 
exclusive interview 
about their inspira- 
tion, studio successes 


and their faith. 


BECKY CONNELL 
CROWN REPORTER 


City of snow formed in Febru- 
ary 2010, playing original mu- 
sic, and has been progressing 
within the Hamilton - music 
scene ever since. With a recent 
win at the Y108 radio contest 
and an EP on the way; City of 
Snow is a band to be reckoned 
with. 


What is your name and 
what instrument do you 


play? 


Austin Miedema- lead vocals/ 
keyboard 


Dan Kikkert- guitar/ back up 
vocals 


Andrew Hall- drums 
Scottie ea guitar 


Whe PARE, - 
Bryce Russel- Base 


Pa “hs - , 


What made you decide to 
form a band? 


(Dan) Andrew, Scottie, and 
Bryce were playing together 
and looking for a guitarist, and 
Austin and I missed being in a 
band. 


What genre would you 
classify yourselves as? 


Rock experimental Indie. 
If you had to classify us, we 
would be the lovechild of Rise 
Against, Modest Mouse and 
Amberlin. 


Most exciting moment? 


The Y108 Break Out Challenge 
was definitely our most excit- 
ing moment. The guy who runs 
the contest produced Finger 
Eleven. So that was cool. 


Hoping for a big break? 


Right now, we are taking it as 
it comes and mostly doing it 


for fun. If fame comes it’s just 


a bonus; we would not turn 
down any opportunities. 


What has been your best 
show so far? 


“Y108 show and our last Cas- 
bah show because people were 
moving around in the crowd a 


Exclusive interview: City of Snow 
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lot.” 


The band also agrees that their 
performance at the Hamilton 
music awards at Mohawk Col- 
lege has been a highlight of 
their band’s experiences. 


“We played two of our songs 
for a really large crowd at Mo- 
hawk, it was so cool”. 


How have you grown? 


The band has gone from be- 
ing a fun past time to some- 
thing serious with invested 
commitment. Also, our live 
shows have grown a lot since 
we first started as a band. We 
have a grown a lot musically 
as well, as our confidence has 
increased. (Band laughs) We 
were really distraught at our 
first show at the Waltz, we 
could play the music but we 
could not actually put on a live 
show. The six songs we have 
recorded are the ones we play 
best live now. 


Is there a CD on the way? 


We are releasing an EP soon! 
With an old group we had 
formed (Scottie, Bryce, and 
Andrew), we had a recording 
lined up with Brilliant red stu- 
dios. We called them back once 


__ we felt City of Snow was ready 


to record. The studio really 
helped us with melodies and 


gave us good advice in general. 


We're really cee with how it 
worked out. 


Where have you gained 
your inspiration for your 
songs? 


(Points upwards) From the big 
man upstairs. 


And you write all of your 
own music? 


Yeah, Andrew writes most of 
the song lyrics; Austin has 
written the lyrics for one song 
and we usually go through lyr- 
ics together. 


What do you write about? 


(Andrew) We write based on 
personal experiences; relation- 
ships. I try to show faith with 
songs I write. A lot of the songs 
I write do not rhyme whereas 
Austin’s always rhyme. Our 
songs are heavily influenced 
by the early productions of 
Our Lady Peace. 


What was the worst/ most 
embarrassing moment for 
the band? 


During our last Casbah show 
Austin broke his glasses head 
banging. (Austin) I climbed 
on a drum kit and the sticks 
were missing which I could 
not see because | did not have 
my glasses, so I did not know 
what to do! Also, during one of 


our shows, the keyboard had 
a completely different sound 
than I thought it would have, 
which threw off the perfor- 
mance. 


Our first show in Acton was 
our worst (show) maybe; traf- 
fic was really bad and we all ar- 
rived late 


How did you come up with 
the title for your band? 


Our name has a lot to do with 
innocence and the Hamil- 
ton music scene. If you go to 
shows in Hamilton and Toron- 
to, you're going to hear a lot 
of “’F’ this, let’s tear this place 
up”; it’s not really positive mu- 
sic out there. We wanted to 
bring back positivity and in- 
nocence into the music scene. 
We chose “City” to represent 
the city of Hamilton, and the 
colour white (snow) to repre- 
sent innocence. 


What’s the name of your 
EP set to come out? 


True Reason, because we are 
not doing this to get famous; 


we're doing it for the sake of 


good music and for Jesus. God 
is the “true reason” behind our 
music, 


What upcoming shows do 
you have? 


We have a CD release show po- 


Sara Vermeer 


tentially in January- depend- 
ing on how fast we get CD's 
produced. 


Final comments? 


To fans: we love you all! Thanks 
for supporting us! 


Shout outs to Dwelt in Silence 
and Let’s Ditch Dale! 
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“ The band has 
gone from 
being a fun past 
time to something 
serious with 
invested 
commitment.” 
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Editorial: No gold stars here 


What secular journalists taught me about God's love 


BRITTANY KNAPPER 
LAYOUT EDITOR 


I recently had the privilege of 
representing Redeemer and 
The Crown at the 73rd annu- 
al Canadian University Press 
conference (affectionately 
called NASH73), in Montreal, 
Quebec. While there, I dis- 
covered one important aspect 
about myself: I have forgotten 
what it is like to live as a Chris- 
tian in the secular world. 


Growing up in a secular insti- 
tution, I thought I had ‘be a 
light unto the world’ entirely 
figured out. After all, I didn’t 
swear, drink, smoke, or sleep 
around. I volunteered at a 
soup kitchen, went on short- 
term mission trips every year, 
brought friends to youth 
group. I worked in a very mor- 
ally challenging job at the lo- 
cal Burger King and discussed 
my faith often and openly with 
co-workers. So, I looked upon 
my four years at Redeemer as 
a break from the secular com- 
munity I had grown up in. I 


viewed it as a chance to learn 
theology, be a part of a Chris- 
tian community, and really 
develop my relationship with 
God. I grew up as the kid in 
Sunday School and Catechism 
who didn’t know all the an- 
swers or the words to the Apos- 
tles’ Creed or the melodies to 
the hymns (because I didn’t 
have Bible classes or Chapel 
in my school). Since I thought 
I already had the gold star for 
serving my neighbours, com- 
ing to Redeemer seemed like 
a good chance to distance my- 
self from secular culture in an 
effort to know my God more 
fully. 


In Montreal, I met hundreds 
of other students from uni- 
versity newspapers all across 
Canada. While the speakers 
and sessions were interest- 
ing, and creating a network 
of contacts may turn out to be 
occupationally rewarding, I 
was most struck by the culture 
shock I experienced stepping 
back into a secular-based in- 
stitution. Our welcome pack- 


ages included condoms, and 
opening orientation included 
a list of places within the ho- 
tel where engaging in sexual 
promiscuity was discouraged. 
Each evening there was a so- 
cial event at a bar, pub, or 
club, that CUP had booked 
for the conference members. 
Consequently, attendance to 
sessions and keynote speakers 
were not mandatory and many 
members stumbled into break- 
fast hungover or did not come 
at all. I was surprised to see 
that the predominant reason 
for many of the young journal- 
ists to attend NASH73 was to 
get themselves drunk and then 
to hook up with another mem- 
ber of the conference. It was all 
the better if they could charm 
their way into a job. I found 
myself struggling to re-enter a 
world I had once lived in, but 
had become incognizant of 
and indifferent towards. 


I am going to be entirely hon- 
est with you. We, the members 
of this blessed community, 
take Redeemer for granted. 


We live in a campus which is 
largely isolated from the rest 
of the greater Ancaster and 
Hamilton communities. Un- 
less we have the CBC News 
as our internet homepage, or 
read the Hamilton Spectator, 
Globe and Mail, or Toronto 
Star as “religiously” as we read 
our Bibles, we have little to 
no knowledge of the outside 
world beyond our daily ‘Time 
Out.’ Be honest with me: were 
you aware that another earth- 
quake rocked through Pakistan 
early this week, or that the for- 
mer Haitian president is fac- 
ing Corruption (among other) 
charges? If you did, I give you 
props. You can see beyond our 
campus welcome sign. If you 
did not, you are like me - un- 
aware and regrettably indiffer- 
ent towards that fact. 


Do not misinterpret what I am 
saying. I am not saying that the 
infamous bubble of Redeemer 
is a terrible thing. Much of the 
time, our ignorance is our own 
folly. The life of the Univer- 
sity student is demanding and, 
frankly, attending classes, 
writing papers, and hanging 
out with friends supersedes 
our interest in the rest of the 
world. In fact, I commend our 


ability to engage ourselves 
in activities that do not need 
to involve getting hammered 
and laid. We are blessed with 
friends and professors who 
hold us accountable to keep- 
ing the commands Jesus gives 
when he calls us to abstain 
from the practices of the secu- 
lar world. But do we? 


Do we give up our own self- 
ish ambitions to do what God 
has called us to do? Do we love 
Him - with all our hearts, souls, 
minds, and strengths - collec- 
tively as His church? Do we 
love our neighbours as we love 
ourselves? Do we look past Re- 
deemer’s culture and see the 
faces of the many people find- 
ing relief in their ‘worldliness’? 
I can’t answer for you, but this 
trip to Montreal proved to me 
that I certainly do not. I may 
have sufficiently represented 
Redeemer and The Crown at 
NASH, but I’m sure I did not 
do a very good job represent- 
ing Christ. It’s a good thing 
that God’s grace isn’t based off 
of gold stars. 
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Stop bickering! 


TAYLOR KRAAYENBRINK 
CROWN REPORTER 


I spent this past week, along 
with my two esteemed col- 
leagues Brittany Knapper and 
Becky Connell, in The Beauti- 
ful City, also known as Mon- 
treal, where we were at the 
Canadian University Press 
student journalism  confer- 
ence, more commonly called 
“The CUP.” Now, I’m not sure 
how much anyone at Redeem- 
er really concerns themselves 
with our Francophone com- 
rades, and I have to admit that 
I never have really thought 
too much about the Quebecois 
until now either. But while 
in Montreal, my eyes were 
opened to a brand new (to me) 
culture within Canada. Maybe 
if you read the news from time 
to time, you have some aware- 
ness of the tensions between 
(some) Anglophone Canadians 
and (some) Francophone Ca- 
nadiens; and maybe you care 
about the tensions, and maybe 
you don’t. But I would venture 
to say that the cultural issues 
arising from the sometimes 
tense relationship between 
Quebec and the rest of Canada 
are important for us to have 
opinions on. Before heading to 
Montreal, I had never been to 
Quebec, and I do not speak a 
lick of French. And I was not 
prepared for the culture I was 
going to see. Not that I expe- 
rienced culture shock or any- 
thing like that, but I did gain 
appreciation for the Canadian 


culture in Monteal, which is 
not necessarily opposed to An- 
glo Canada so much as it has 
a different nuance. Here are 
some things I learned: 


Most of the people in Montreal 
knew English, but there were 
a couple of funny situations 
where I was reduced to non- 
verbal communication. 


The best way to overcome a 
language barrier is to smile 
broadly, and use even broad- 
er gestures: I had a bit of an 
emergency in Montreal, real- 
izing I needed a dressier out- 
fit for one of the evenings at 
the conference, so, in a bit of 
a panic, I took to the streets of 
Montreal alone, in search of 
a nice new dress shirt. Walk- 
ing into one of the shops, I 
saw some shirts I liked, but I 
found that no one who worked 
there could carry on a conver- 
sation in English. We man- 
aged to work around it though. 
The clerk would point to a 
“Blouse”, and I would smile, 
and shake my head. After 
some confusion, I realized she 
meant a shirt. “Ah, you mean a 
dress shirt! Yes yes, please can 
I, um, try it on?” More blank 
looks on both sides until I go to 
the change room and knock on 
it, still with a beaming smile to 
indicate my friendliness, “Ah, 
oui oui.” And she unlocks it. In 
the end it all worked out okay. 
Smiles are important, unless 
you want to be one of les mau- 
dits anglais. 


If you want continued service, 
tip generously. I was pretty 
happy to learn that pints are (in 
most places) quite a bit cheap- 
er in Montreal than in Ontario. 
But, I couldn’t figure out why 
we were not being served, until 
I was kindly informed that tips 
are mandatory, and they need 
to be generous. I had pulled a 
classic Dutch move, giving my 
waiter a quarter for a drink. 
She just stood there, hand re- 
maining open for more, so I 
gave her a loonie. I’m happy to 
report that I got great service 
after learning this lesson twice 
in two different places. 


Ultimately, I learned that, 
as Canadians, we are privi- 
leged to be a part of a nation 
with two very distinct cultural 
heritages. I don’t think this is 
something you can really un- 
derstand until you have been 
to Quebec. Undoubtedly, it 
can be frustrating at times, 
especially when Anglophones 
and Francophones resort to 
bickering like estranged sib- 
lings. But, I would argue that 
it is best for all of us as Canadi- 
ans to embrace and appreciate 
our differences, rather than to 
use them as grievances, Some 
will disagree, and maybe I’m 
just way too in love with the 
poutine right now to speak 
with clarity on this, but I hope 
most will agree that bilingual- 
ism and Canadian unity (even 
in diversity) are assets to our 
Nation, not liabilities. 
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I'll Facebook you! 


BECKY CONNELL 
CROWN REPORTER 


A trend has emerged within 
the last few years to ease the 
pain of scholastic torture tem- 
porarily for its young victims: 
yes, Redeemer students, I am 
talking about the frequently 
used Facebook therapy. 


When your roommates harass 
you despite your request for 
quiet, when your professor 
is suddenly Lord Voldemort, 
bent on your destruction, and 
when there is never a satisfy- 
ing amount of caffeine in your 
system, Facebook is there for 
its users. With the click of a 
button, a world of freedom 
from papers (unless you count 
those whining status updates) 
and an outlet to be as creepy 
as you want without anyone 
knowing appears. Facebook 
offers a voice to students as 
they display themselves apart 
from school through pictures, 
messages, and posted infor- 
mation. 


In fact, nearly all Redeemer ac- 
tivities and news can be found 
on Facebook: relationships, 
events, and statuses reveal the 
current goings-on of our fel- 
low peers. 


I will be the first to admit that 
I love receiving notifications, 
tagging photos, and _ search- 
ing through my newsfeed for 


everything and anything inter- 
do so has decreased lately as 
I am overwhelmed by assign- 
ments and readings. Instead, 
I am angered by my Facebook 
cravings. 


During times of stress, many 
of us take breaks by permitting 
ourselves to view Facebook 
for a few minutes at a time. 
But it’s not a shock that a few 
minutes turn into, well, more 
than a few minutes. Countless 
times I’ve heard peers say, “I 
just wasted so much time on 
Facebook,” although they had 
deadlines and more important 
things at hand. 


So what am I getting at? Basi- 
cally, this is a warning - to my- 
self and to you. My theory is 
that Facebook is neither good 
nor evil: it becomes dangerous 
when its power is improperly 
used, Choose the light side of 
the force. When we are in the 
midst of the educational stir 
from Hades, we cannot af- 
ford to spend our time clicking 
through the photo albums of 
the friend we have not spoken 
to since grade ten. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Open and Shut: An Amateur Response to 
an Amateur Argument 


TAYLOR KRAAYENBRINK 
CROWN REPORTER 


I want to come right out here 
and make very clear that I have 
no pretensions to theological 
brilliance. I’ve no theological 
training beyond hearing good 
preaching and reading good 
books (two advantages avail- 
able to most of us), and insofar 
as my ability to practice theol- 
ogy is limited, my claims in this 
article need to be taken with 
a grain of salt. Untill reading 
“An Open Invitation,” I always 
thought that the doctrine of 
Open Theism was a fringe idea 
among non-Christians. But 
I’m realizing, especially after 
reading a book on the subject, 
that it’s more popular idea 
than I thought. Before I go any 
further, I want to make some- 
thing else clear: every idea you 
accept, even in your theology, 
will inevitably lead to action 
based on that idea. 


Open Theism has some major 


implications in this regard. 
Consider one of the more pop- 
ular and comforting verses in 
the Bible, Jeremiah 29:11: “For 
I know the plans I have for 
you, declares the Lord, plans 
for welfare, and not for evil, to 
give you a future and a hope” 
(ESV). If I accept the idea that 
God does not know what will 
happen in the future, how do 
I work with a verse like this? 
Is this just the voice of a mad- 
man giving a speech, desper- 
ately trying to recruit pawns 
in a sensational and macabre 
game of cosmic proportions? 
And then, when suffering and 
pain comes into my life, as a 
pawn, or maybe a rook of God, 
I will just say: 


“Oh, well, God’s doing his best 
up there, he doesn’t want us to 
suffer; in fact, God is doing his 
best to keep us from harm, so 
we should probably still obey 
his word even though it might 
lead us to suffering never in- 
tended by him. Give Yahweh a 
break! I mean, he’s up against 


a pretty crafty opponent!” 

I am sorry, but if that is the 
model being offered by Open 
Theism, I’m not buying it. And 
really, I do not think I have to 
accept it. 


An argument by analogy must 
have the proper relationship to 
the concept which it is trying 
to prove. I am quite sure that, 
based on Scripture, the chess 
analogy fails to make an argu- 
ment for Open Theism. The 
main design flaw with it is that 
it sets up God and Satan (or 
Evil), as opposing players on a 
level plane. Unfortunately, this 
is not how Scripture describes 
either God or his opponent(s). 
In the book of Job, we meet a 
follower of God who experi- 
ences immense suffering at the 
hands of the Adversary even 
though he was blameless and 
upright in following God. In- 
terestingly, the book gives us 
as readers privileged insight 
into why Job suffered. Satan 
comes to the throne of God and 
is taunted by him: “Have you 


considered my servant Job, 
that there is none like him on 
the earth, a blameless and up- 
right man who fears God and 
turns away from evil?” (Job 
1:8) Satan responds to God, in 
effect saying, “Ok buddy, well 
if you didn’t put an impenetra- 
ble hedge of protection around 
the guy, maybe he wouldn’t be 
so obedient to you.” So God, 
who clearly intended to taunt 
Satan into action, allows Satan 
to put Job through suffering; 
but he sets clear boundaries 
as to how far Satan can go in 
tormenting the righteous man: 
“Behold, all that he has is in 
your hand.” (1:12) In this pas- 
sage we see that God precipi- 
tated the suffering of a righ- 
teous man, allowing Satan to 
afflict him. God did this in the 
full knowledge of the future. 
Let me give another game 
analogy. If this was hockey, 
God would get the instigating 
penalty. At any rate, the God I 
see here is not a chess player 
trying to outwit another, while 
making a few mistakes along 


the way. And if Open Theism 
wants to hold that view as a 
Christian doctrine, it needs 
Scripture to back it up. 


I hope that I have showed that 
the upstart doctrine of Open 
Theism is flawed. Scripture 
clearly teaches that God, the 
Alpha and the Omega, knows 
the beginning, the end, and 
everything in between. There 
is simply no way to read one’s 
Bible and get around this. I’m 
writing this short article in re- 
sponse to another short one. 
Unfortunately, questions of 
God’s sovereignty deserve way 
more room to be explored. 
Thankfully, there is some good 
literature out there on the sub- 
ject. For those questioning 
God’s knowledge of the future, 
I would point them to the book 
Their God is Too Small by 
Bruce Ware. In it is a thought- 
ful and readable response to 
Open Theism. Now I'm going 
to pull some shameless name- 
dropping and end this with a 
quote from C.S. Lewis: 
“Everyone who believes in God 
at all believes that He knows 
what you and | are going to do 
tomorrow.” 
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Stretching in the Son 


KATIE VANDER KLIPPE 


I love Redeemer. I was walk- 
ing through the halls the other 
day pondering this new se- 
mester and the classes I have 
and as a warm, coffee-and- 
doughnuts-type feeling welled 
up within me, I realized that I 
am in exactly the right place 
at exactly the right time. I am 
19 years old, and I am going to 
Redeemer, and it feels great. 


My summer can be summa- 
rized in one word: Frenzy. I 
felt like I was constantly in a 
state of “The Last Five Min- 
utes.” You know those min- 
utes: they consist of the time 
span between the thought, 
“Time to go!” and actually 
leaving. You grab a water bot- 
tle, grab your keys, go to the 
bathroom, get your coat, get 
your shoes, brush your teeth, 
check your hair, get the letter 
you almost forgot to mail, grab 
that plastic thing from Wal- 
mart you have to return....and 
then you’re in your vehicle, fi- 
nally leaving, and you realize 
you don’t actually know where 
you're going, and you have to 
have a little consultation with 


DISCLAIMER; The views presented do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Crown staff or the broader Redeemer community. 


Google Maps first. Which you 
do, at full speed, like every- 
thing else. 


Now imagine The Last Five 
Minutes over and over again, 
all day. And then the next day, 
and the next and the next. 
That was my summer. I always 
felt I should be somewhere 
else doing something else, but 
there were a few more things I 
had to get done first. No mat- 
ter where I was, that’s how I 
felt. I developed a stomach 
ulcer. And then September 
came, and I got to spend an 
entire semester at Redeemer, 
and I didn’t realize until now 
how great that is. 


I didn’t realize it because 
school itself is mighty stress- 
ful. Papers, quizzes, midterms, 
homework, finals...and then 
on top of all the academics, 
there are relationships, mor- 


als, ideas, world issues, and | 


Bible lessons, and just general- 
ly trying to figure out how God 
wants us to live here on earth. I 
feel like those furs that Native 
Americans used to stretch over 
a frame and put out in the sun 
to get tanned and seasoned, I 
am the fur and Redeemer is the 
frame, stretching me in every 


A PER # per ere yet 


different direction to prepare 
me for what I’m made for — 
whatever that may come to be. 
And there is stress, or tension 
rather, but the good thing — 
the great, wonderful thing — is 
that this is where I’m supposed 
to be and this is what I’m sup- 
posed to be doing, because the 
more stretched I am, the more 
of the Son I can soak up. 
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“1 always felt I 
should be some- 
where else do- 

ing something 

else, but there 
were a few more 
things I had to 
get done first.” 


Re: Snowed in Bus 


Shelter 


GREG DEELSTRA 


You know what they say about 
jokes right? First time funny, 
second time silly, third time 
it’s stupid. Well, this is the 
8th year in a row that the bus 
shelter has been snowed in. I 
have to give these generations 
of pranksters some credit for 
continuity, but come on, it 
wasn’t-even that funny the first 
time. 


On Sunday morning it is -200 
outside with the wind chill, 
and students want to take the 
shuttle to church. The conser- 
vatively dressed girls in skirts 
end up with very cold legs 
since they can’t spend a few 
minutes in the shelter. Haha, 
you got one on the reformed 
kids, Good job. 


Butit’s not just them, There are 
a lot of commuter students at 
the school. I bet a few of them 
use the bus and would have 
liked to be out of the sleet that 
rained down Tuesday night. 


And what about those people 
who would like to get out of 
the Redeemer bubble and take 
the bus down Garner? They’re 
out of luck, since they can’t 
even see the bus routes posted 
inside the shelter. 


Imagine you are a visitor to the 
campus, or even a bus driver. 
Isn’t it a bit ridiculous that the 
only snowed in bus shelter in 
Hamilton is the one on the 
Christian campus? 


I say the next time this hap- 
pens everyone grab a shovel 
and help out dig out the bus 
shelter. You don’t have to do it 
all, just chip away till you work 
out that academic tension. The 
more people contribute, the 
more obvious it will be that 
we as a student body are not 
amused anymore. 
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Archaeology, Wetlands, Ponds, 
and—rThe Soccer Dome? 


RHEA LONGMAN 


The location for the new soc- 
cer dome on campus (beside 
Cranmer Court) and the exist- 
ing soccer field (behind Au- 
gustine Hall) have been areas 
of much activity over the past 
several months with prepara- 
tions and progress well un- 
derway. Today, construction 
continues at a good pace, but 
there have been a few delays 
along the way. 


Redeemer University College 
and its surrounding campus 
happen to be situated on some 
archaeological sites. Before 
construction of the soccer 
dome could begin, the last site 
on campus needed excavating, 
as it just so happened to be the 
very location for the new soc- 
cer dome. Digging began in 
April of last year and finished 
three months later in July. In 
August, the City of Hamilton 
granted clearance, and con- 
struction began in September. 
Because Redeemer Univer- 
sity College also contains a 
wetland on campus, approval 
from the Hamilton Conser- 
vation Authority (HCA) was 
needed as well in order to ob- 
tain the go-ahead for the con- 
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struction of the soccer dome. 
This permission was granted 
in September. Two more per- 
mits, the Site Services Permit 
and the Sprinkler Permit, need 
to be put in place as of yet. 


However, approval from both 
the City of Hamilton and from 
the Hamilton Conservation 
Authority is still needed with 
regard to the finalization of the 
connection between the North 
Swim Water Management and 
the Augustine Swim Water 
Management (both are ponds 
on campus). A connection be- 
tween these ponds would have 
been necessary at some point, 
but the fact that it has been 
made a stipulation affecting 
the completion of the soccer 
dome has generated some sur- 
prise since the connection of 
the two ponds and the soccer 
dome are ostensibly unrelated 
to one another. Nonetheless, 
Redeemer University College 
has stepped up and complied 
with the challenges presented 
in its path thus far, and in- 
tends to continue doing so 
until the completion of this 
project (currently scheduled 
for June of this year), which 
will give students and the sur- 
rounding community alike the 
opportunity to benefit from 


PETER REID 


Thursday, December 9th, was a 
great evening for the Redeem- 
er Royals who swept through 
the Conestoga Condors in both 
men’s and women’s volleyball. 
It was also a great night for 
Cancer Research as the Roy- 
als and their fans were able 
to raise over $800.00 in sup- 
port of both breast cancer and 
prostate cancer research. 


Despite the game running on 
a Reading day for Redeem- 
er students, exams looming 
(beginning Friday), and the 
Breast Cancer Event the previ- 
ous night being canceled due 
to the weather in London, the 
turnout and support on Thurs- 
day was what was expected 
from the most dedicated and 
supportive fans in the OCAA. 
Fans showed up in numbers 
and were dressed in blue and 
pink. The night saw the wom- 
en’s volleyball team run a bake 
sale during the men’s game, 
the volleyball teams warming 
up in blue and pink t-shirts, 
the men’s volleyball players 
making a team donation, t- 
shirts being sold, and a num- 
ber of prizes raffled off. 


year-round soccer. 


In the meantime, refurbish- 
ment is also underway with 
regard to the existing soccer 
field. At this point, the grading 
needs fine tuning so that the 
artificial turf can be installed 
and the refurbishing process 
can continue with the installa- 
tion of new lights and bleach- 
ers. It is hoped that the end of 
the academic semester will see 
the conclusion of this project, 
giving Redeemer University 
College and the surrounding 
area the chance to engage in 
the sport of soccer together. 

In spite of these delays, con- 
struction continues on both 
projects. They are each expect- 
ed to have a positive effect on 
Redeemer University College 
and the surrounding commu- 
nity in Ancaster and Hamilton 
once brought through to com- 
pletion, providing the chance 
for fun and meaningful in- 
teraction. Continued support 
for these projects will help to 
make this a reality. 
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and Fans Finish 2010 in style 


Redeemer volleyball cancer awareness games sport colours despite snow, 


The fans showed up and so did 
the Royals volleyball teams, 
having little trouble picking up 
wins to finish off the semes- 
ter. The Lady Royals won 3-0 
with game scores 25-15, 25-15, 
and 25-16. Erika Straatsma led 
the Royals offensively with 11 
total points off of an incred- 


ible 7 aces. Andrea Tiel and 
Karla Dykxhoorn each added 9 
points. Amy Govan had a team 
high 4 points for the Condors 
while Danielle Pauze had 10 
digs. 


The men’s game saw much of 


the same as the Royals grabbed 


David Bakker 


control from the beginning and 
never let go. Christian Vander- 
geest, David Klomps, Joshua 
Dykxhoorn, and Jon Vaags 
all finished with a team high 5 
points. Matt Dicks had a game 
high 6 points for the Condors. 
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Huck Finn censorship stirs 
controversy 


hs artist’s rendering of Jim and Huck from Mark Twain's 1884 novel. A censored new release of the classic tale is causing contro- 
versy among literary scholars. 


‘Nigger’ essential to book’s relevance, says Queens prof 


ALEXANDRA POSADZKI 
CUP ONTARIO BUREAU 
CHIEF 


TORONTO (CUP) — An Ala- 
bama publisher’s decision to 
remove the use of “nigger” 
from Mark Twain’s 1884 novel 
The Adventures of Huckleber- 
ry Finn has sparked controver- 
sy among scholars. 


Alan Gribben, a Twain scholar 
and the publisher of NewSouth 
Books, will replace more than 
200 instances of the word with 
“slave,” according to a press 
release from Ohio University. 


This act of censorship will 
weaken the book’s moral di- 
mensions, says Robert Mor- 
rison, a literature professor at 
Queen’s University. 


Morrison believes that the use > 
of the word in the book speaks — 
not only to Huck Finn’s strug- 


gle to overcome racial bigotry, 
but also society's sa ail 
tle with racism. 


. 


"is senavkihe, ae cry 


ens what Huck achieves,” 
said Morrison. “I worry that 
it gives us a sense that we've 
done better at eradicating rac- 
ism than we actually have. We 
should confront our past. We 
shouldn't try to rewrite it.” 


Morrison concedes that talk- 
ing about race can be tricky. 
He taught James Baldwin’s ra- 
cially-charged essay “The Last 


Poor Richard” in his introduc- 
tory course last November, 


_and found that many students 


were hesitant to participate in 
discussions out of fear of of- 
fending someone. 


But it’s necessary to have these 
difficult discussions, he says, 
and censoring Twain’s work 
removes a valuable opportu- 


- nity to do so. 


“You need to teach texts that 
are challenging and difficult, 
but that have the ability to 
change people’s views and at- 
titudes,” he said. “If people are 
upset or unnerved by it, then 
we need to ask why it's un- 


_ nerving.” 


Judith Yaross Lee, a Twain 


_expert and communications 
_ professor at Ohio University, 


also disagrees with pp bee: s 
decision. 


“I am distressed that general 
readers, parents and school 


boards have reacted with such 
~ venom to remarks. by’ racists 
in a racially- progressive liter- 
ary classic — and with such 
-tone-deafness to irony and 


such mistrust for the skill and 
goodwill of teachers — that a 
reputable scholar would find 
it necessary to sanitize Twain’s 
text,” she said. 


Gribben may have been mo- 
tivated by a desire to have 
Twain more widely read, says 
Morrison, adding that he can 
sympathize with his position. 


But he contends that “if you 
take that word out, you’re no 
longer reading Mark Twain.” 


Nicholas Maronese, a fourth- 
year professional writing ma- 
jor at York University and 
the editor of York’s univer- 
sity newspaper, agrees. “That 
word is there for a reason, to 
show how ignorant the charac- 
ters who use it are,” Maronese 
said. “Censoring it takes away 
from the original so much that 
it’s not worth it, really.” 


Morrison points to other is- 
sues of proposed censorship, 
such as a push to change the 
stereotypical portrayal of Shy- 
lock, a Jewish moneylender, in 
Shakespeare’s The Merchant 
of Venice. 


If we want to combat stereotyp- 
ing and racial bigotry, the only 
way we can do so is by talking 
about it openly, he says. 


“What Huck has xitieved as 


-an individual, we as a society 
vhave: not yet achieved. Racial 
“bigotry still lingers,” said Mor- 


rison. “Huck Finn is a bril- 
liant book that gives us a real 
chance to talk about it, and I 
think that we need to seize that 
opportunity.” 
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Chaplin? 


PETER FRIESWICK 


Due to a recent blip in my e- 
mail communication, I’ve fi- 
nally learned what the Bec 
function of e-mail is for and 
how to use it. 


I used to think I knew all the 
ins and outs of e-mail. I freely 
admit I was blind but now I can 
see, which is ironic, because 
apparently Bcc stands for 
“Blind carbon copy” and not, 
as I naturally assumed, “Before 
Charlie Chaplin.” (This sounds 
ludicrous, I know, but it would 
explain why I thought ACE 
stood for “After Charlie Exits” 
as opposed to the year-num- 
bering system: “After Com- 
mon Era”.) The Bec function 
is used when a person wants to 
send an e-mail to a number of 
people without having to dis- 
close their personal e-mail ad- 
dresses to everyone else being 
mailed. 


ie Mafase ( Charlie 


launcher instead: big explo- 
sions are a much more satisfy- 
ing payback. 


Seriously though, I was pretty 
mad at this outrageous 15 year 
old who would blather on about 
my insecurities to everyone on 
my e-mail list. How dare she? 
And with bad English! 


After I stopped wishing her a 
toasty spot in the afterlife, I 
realized she hadn’t done any- 
thing really wrong. Sure, she 
touched a sore spot in my life, 
but that’s it. The only thing she 
damaged was my pride, and 
that needs to get knocked off 
its block anyways. 


Since this incident, I’ve dis- 
covered an interesting truth: 
we're only as hurt as we let 
ourselves be. See, if my secu- 
rity is in having a plastic card 
that entitles me to spew out 
14% of the world’s carbon diox- 
ide every year, then of course, 


I’m missing 
To that end, 66 out. When 
I wish I had I was someone 
discovered it laughs 
sooner, __ be- als OS uddenly at me for 
cause I had : this I will 
just written struck with the fall apart. 
a letter to 52 Dogixa me pur ae if 
people when - I choose to 
my younger value my- 
i . “ chase a large s for _ 
reply-a Oo rson 
en osok handgun and ssi 
niacal = smi- do, then all 
ley faces, bad a Concealed such words 
grammar, and We have no ef- 
classy sopho- (a apons fect on me. 
moric sen- ' ; It’s all in 
tences __ like: Licenc oe how you 
“My bro is a chose _ to 
tool :) because look at it. 


I'm only 15 

and he’s 23, (giggle giggle) yet 
I’m probably going to be driv- 
ing before he gets his G2 —ha- 
hahahahahahahahahaha :)” 


That’s not exactly what she 
said, but it was close enough to 
the point that I was suddenly 
motivated to keep her from 
doing it again. I was also sud- 
denly struck with the desire 
to purchase a large handgun 
and a Concealed Weapons Li- 
cence, 


Thankfully I came to my sens- 
es and decided I'd buy a rocket 


And really it doesn’t matter 
how you look at it. The point 
is that the only things that will 
bother you are the things you 
allow to bother you. 


So kiddo, if you're reading this, 
I wrote this article to say let’s 
let bygones be bygones. I love 
you and would never kill you: I 
have it on good authority that 
people who send mass e-mails 
with bad grammar don’t get 
presents from Santa Claus. 
That’s punishment enough. 
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Across . 

1- CPR experts; 

5- Distasteful; 

9g- Component of organic 
fertilizer; 

14- Bender; 

15- Native Canadian; 
16- Like lungs; 

17- Large hairy spider; 
19- Juvenescent; 

20- Dinner course; 


21- General __ chicken; 
23- Ref’s decision; 

24- Cuts off; 

26- Chuck; 


28- Prepares for publica- 
tion; 

30- Cytokinin occurring in 
corn; 

34- Hot time in Paris; 

37- Type of massage ther- 
apy; 

39- Large mop; 

41- Slangy denial; 

42- Reason to cancel 
school; 

43- Living on land; 

48- Nav. officer; 

49- Of special elegance; 
50- Early computer; 

52- Melt; 

54- Elaborately adorned; 
57- Bingo!; 

60- 1975 Wimbledon win- 
ner; 

62- Ogle; 

64- A jewel; 


66- Inordinate; 

68- Gross; 

69- Edges; 

70- Gorillas, chimpanzees 
and orangutans; 

71- Swagger; 

72- School orgs.; 

73- Breather; 


Down 

1- Kitchen addition; 

2- Haunted house sounds; 
3- Rich cake; 

4- Go hungry; 

5- Jaundiced; 

6- French vineyard; 

7- Salmon that has 
spawned; 

8- Brewer's need; 

9- Hero of the Odyssey; 
10- Aussie hopper; 

11- Adjoin; 

12- Liquid container; 

13- As a result; 

18="_. itr? 

22- Exude; 

25- Slow growth; 

27- Back talk; 

29- Surplus; 

31- Air; 

32- Golf club which can be 
numbered 1 to 9; 

33- Information; 

34- Cornerstone abbr.; 
35- Affectedly dainty; 

36- British nobleman; 

38- Thick-skinned charger; 
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40- Very dry champagne; 
44- Fatigue greatly; 

45- Mariners can sail on 
seven of these; 

46- Lacking oxygen; 

47- Back streets; 

51- Roman general; 


Have you heard 
any good jokes 
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53- Young of the dog; 63- Dry run; 

55- Rubbish; 65- Columbus sch.; 
56- Roof overhangs; 67- Tax pro; 

57- Basics; 

58- “Java” trumpeter; 

59- Cracked; 

61- Egress; 


Comics from the Canadian University Press. Used with permission. 
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